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Most religions without Christ demand works that are added as part of their belief 
system. Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and almost every other faith or belief system  
except for Christianity says “do, do, do” but with Christ, it is done! Jesus said on 
the cross, “It is finished” or essentially, “paid in full” (John 19:30). Paul wrote that 
salvation is “by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast”  
(Eph 2:8-9). If it is of works then it is not grace for grace is given freely and cannot be 
earned. If it were by works then surely we would boast about it but by our boasting we 
show that we don’t understand what grace really is. If we add one drop of works then 
it is not grace anymore and by adding our works we are robbing God of His glory which 
He will not share with anyone (Isaiah 42:8). The fact is that we are not saved by works 
but we were “created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them” (Eph 2:10). James 2:14–26 is sometimes taken out 
of context in an attempt to create a works-based system of righteousness, but that 
is contrary to many other passages of Scripture. James is not saying that our works 
make us righteous before God but that real saving faith is demonstrated by good works. 
Works are not the cause of salvation; works are the evidence of salvation. Faith in Christ 
always results in good works. The person who claims to be a Christian but lives in willful 
disobedience to Christ has a false or dead faith and is not saved. Paul basically says the 
same thing in 1 Corinthians 6:9–10. James contrasts two different types of faith—true 
faith that saves and false faith that is dead. Notice that James asked people “Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.” Faith is 
revealed by our works and shows that we are truly saved. Abraham was “justified by 
works” because of the evidence of his faith in offering “up Isaac on the altar.” James 
even says to those who believe or teach that we are saved by works, no, “a person is 
justified (gives evidence of) works” and this shows that his faith is real. Abraham had 
faith and he proved his faith by offering up Isaac knowing that God could raise him up 
again even if he was killed in a sacrificed as it was written “[Abraham]considered that 
God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back” (Heb 11:19).

James 2:14: “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?”

James 2:15-16: “Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If 
one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it?”

James 2:17-18: “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,  
is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.”

James 2:25-26: “In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 
different direction? As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”
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List the works that you are committed to as a member of Generation Now:

 

    TIME  PLACE  FOUNDER  CHURCH
   33 A.D.   Jerusalem Jesus Christ  Church of Christ
  606 A.D. Rome  Boniface III  Roman Catholic
1520 A.D. Germany Martin Luther  Lutheran
1534 A.D. England  Henry VIII  Episcopalian
1536 A.D. Switzerland John Calvin  Presbyterian
1550 A.D. England  Robert Browne  Congregational
1607 A.D. Holland  John Smythe  Baptist
1739 A.D. England  John Wesley  Methodist
1830 A.D. America Joseph Smith  Latter Day Saints(Mormon)
1830 A.D. America William Miller  Adventists
1866 A.D. America Mary Baker Eddy Christian Scientist
1872 A.D. America Charles T. Russell Jehovah Witnesses

March 
03


