
 

 

 

 

Growth Group Discussion Questions 
Series:  Satan’s Favorite Lies 

Lesson: God Can’t Be Trusted – Part 2 
Primary Scripture: Hebrews 11:6 

Lesson 2 - Week of September 20, 2020 
 

 GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1) What’s one of the first things you want to do when the pandemic precautions are lifted? 

 

2) Is there anything you plan to change about your lifestyle now that we’ve lived somewhat in 
isolation for over six months? 

 

 DISCUSSION 
 

In part one of the lesson, we examined the first of two stories about how Satan uses strategies and 
lies to get us to believe that God can’t be trusted.  We observed how Eve began to doubt God when 
she saw Satan touch and eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, but he didn’t die.  As we move into 
part two of this lesson, we will look at the second story in Matthew 4:1-11 where Jesus (referred to as 
the second Adam) passes the test that the first Adam failed in Genesis. However, the first Adam’s 
failure caused separation from God. The second “Adam” was successful and allowed for man’s 
redemption with God. 
 
Although the two stories are different, the same lie (God can’t be trusted) was told consistently. There 
are several key points that we can learn from these stories.  
 
Principle #1:  Know Your Enemy 
Let’s explore what the scriptures teach us about knowing our enemy. It’s imperative that we go 
through life knowing his tactics, so that we don’t get overtaken by them and so that we can alert 
others.  The first thing to know about Satan is that he’s naturally a master liar. Lying is Satan’s native 
language. In John 8:44, Jesus states, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out 
your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no 
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”  
 
Now that we’ve established that he’s a good liar, let’s discuss why he is good at it. We established in 
part one of this lesson that Satan was able to convince one-third of heaven’s angelic beings to wage 
a war against God.  How is that possible? We can’t discredit the fact that Satan had the ability to turn 
angelic beings against God. So, every chance he gets, he’ll do the same to us. According to Matthew 
25:41, he’s so good at this that a special place has been created for him and his followers to go after 
this world has ended.  It’s also worth noting that hell was NEVER created for humans. In fact, Jesus 
died so that we wouldn’t have to go there. But some people who insist on doing life their way will, 
unfortunately, end up there.  Therefore, we should extend some grace and mercy towards our 
mother, Eve, because if the angels were tricked by Satan, then she really didn’t stand a chance.  
Keep in mind that when Satan comes, he comes with beauty and righteousness according to 2 
Corinthians 11:14-15. Remember that Satan doesn’t care if you are messed up or dressed up. His 
only desire is that you believe that you don’t need God. His goal is to get you to trust yourself more 
than you trust God. Again, “without faith, it’s impossible to please God.”  
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Principle # 2: Don’t Believe the Lie 
We’ve established that the enemy’s favorite lie is “God can’t be trusted.”  Satan uses a couple of 
ways to imply that God can’t be trusted: 1) you shouldn’t wait any longer and 2) you are going to miss 
out.  While reflecting on the saying that you shouldn’t wait any longer, two biblical characters come to 
mind: Moses and Abraham.  Moses decided to take matters into his own hands and murder an 
Egyptian instead of letting God deal with it.  And Abraham agreed to lay with his wife’s handmaid 
instead of waiting on God.  Have you ever taken matters into your own hands?  Perhaps you decided 
it was time to adopt the world’s standards instead of God’s standards to get married sooner.  Or 
maybe your promotion at work is taking longer than you expected, so you take some shortcuts that 
violate God’s rules.  Or, as you calculate the thoughts of “missing out,” you begin to observe the 
lifestyle of others and conclude that nothing bad happened to them, so why not…which leads to 
thinking that God can’t be trusted.  One of the main questions, that fosters our thinking down this path 
is, “What if I die and I never experience . . .?”  This way of thinking puts us exactly where the enemy 
wants us - we stop trusting God.  
 
Principle #3:  Satan’s Power is REAL, but it’s LIMITED 
In Matthew 4:8-10, as Satan is tempting Jesus with the things of this world, notice that Jesus doesn’t 
say, “Those things aren’t yours!” Instead, 2 Corinthians 4:4 refers to Satan as the god of this age. And 
Ephesians 2:1-3 tells us that Satan is the ruler and mindset behind the cultures of this world.  It’s 
apparent that Satan’s earthly powers are real.   
 
Remember, Satan cannot make you sin.  When we sin, it’s because we are bent towards or enticed 
by sin.  Fishermen will tell you that you can’t make a fish bite if it’s not hungry. The type of bait 
doesn’t matter.  The proper bait only works when the fish is hungry.  Sin is only enticing if you are 
desiring it. It’s not the power of the temptation; it’s the power of the pull/desire that’s within us.  Since 
Satan cannot be everywhere at once, then it’s doubtful that he caused you to miss your parking spot 
on last week at the grocery store and gave you a flat tire.  He has bigger fish to fry.  Additionally, he 
can’t read your mind or put thoughts into it. 1 John 4:4 reads, “You, dear children, are from God and 
have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world.”  
Yes, we can fall sometimes.  However, if we keep our trust in God, Satan can’t harm us because the 
spirit of God is greater. When things happen to us, it’s because God has given His consent and not 
because Satan has certain powers. 
 
So, be wise, be careful, but don’t take Satan lightly. Don’t be afraid but remember there is appropriate 
caution that should be exercised.  At the end of the day, there are two things that Satan doesn’t want 
you to believe about God - that He exists (Romans 1:18-32) and that He rewards (Psalms 73).   
 
 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

What’s your strategy?   

It would be foolish for us to ignore our enemy or assume that we have nothing to worry about. It 
would be equally foolish to overestimate his power or to ignore all the reasons we have for trusting in 
God. Read the following verses and list as many reasons for trusting God as you can find. 

Deuteronomy 31:7-8 Psalms 136:1-12 Matthew 16:21-23  Ephesians 6:10-18 

What lie did Peter likely buy that led to his response in Matthew 16:21-23? 

Can you think of any lies that Satan has “whispered in your ear?” 

How can the principles found in Ephesians 6:10-18 help you resist those lies? 


