
 

 

 

 
 
 

IT ONLY GETS BETTER 
2 Corinthians 5:1-9 

Sermon Notes 
Sunday, January 9, 2020 

Walking By Faith Sermon Series 
 
 
 
1. The Series 
• This series seeks to train us to walk by faith in 2020 and beyond. 
• One of the things that prevents us from walking by faith is dealing with the 

unbelievable burdens of life. 
• Even though we know to “walk by faith,” our burdens and afflictions often send 

our faith “for a walk.” 
• Paul understood suffering as much as anyone that we read about in the Bible. 
• In 2 Corinthians 5:1-9, we can see Paul’s mindset regarding “walking by faith.” 
• There are three things that Paul will show us in the text that will help us 

to “walk by faith,” even when dealing with the challenges of life. 
 
2. What We Face is Temporary (Reference Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 4:16-
18) 
• (1) We are able to walk by faith when we realize that what we face now is 

temporary, but something permanent is on the way.  
• The earthly life to Paul is akin to a tent. Tents are temporary structures that 

don’t provide much protection from the weather nor the temperature. It can be 
knocked down and will eventually deteriorate. 
• Our lives will often feel spiritual storms and the fluctuations of emotional 

temperatures. At times, we (like a tent) can get knocked down and beat up. 
Eventually, our lives deteriorate. 
• Paul understood the temporary nature of life and the difficulties that come with 

it. He also knew that there was something permanent on the horizon. 
• The trials and tribulations shape us and prepare us for something greater.  
• Faith must allow you to see through the temporary trials to that which is eternal. 



 

 

 
3. We Have a Guarantee (Reference Scriptures: Acts 5:32) 
• (2) You have a guarantee of something better. 
• God has prepared us for what is to come by giving us the Holy Spirit as a 

guarantee. 
• The word “guarantee” means, “the first installment.” 
• Because of the Holy Spirit, we can walk by faith with courage. 
• The church should always be “in courage,” because of the guarantee of the 

Spirit within us. 
• Suffering shouldn’t rob us of our faith/courage. 
 
4. Not By Sight (Reference Scriptures: 2 Corinthians 4:8-13; Hebrews 11:6; 
Romans 8:34-39 

• (3) We don’t walk by sight; we walk by faith. The nine were healed and 
went on with their lives. 

• We can’t be moved or shaped by what we see, but through what we know 
to be true. 

• To walk by faith is to live by faith. This means that we don’t live life defined 
by our struggles and afflictions. Instead, we are defined by the liberating 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

• Our eyes can deceive us because they don’t tell us the whole story. 
• Your faith has to fill in the gaps of what your eyes don’t reveal.  

 
 


