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DISCUSSION 
 

 

As Christians, we typically say that we have faith and trust God in all situations.  But have you ever 
really thought about what that means?  Also, we often quote Romans 8:28 (KJV) which says, “And we 
know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called 
according to His purpose.”  But again, what does that REALLY mean? Ultimately, it means that we 
will be faced with various tests and trials to promote our spiritual growth and maturity.  Let’s look at 
Abraham as an example. Although blessed beyond measure, his faith was tested in many ways as 
shown in Genesis chapters 12-22:  
 

1) God had him to leave his homeland to be a stranger in the land of Canaan.  
2) He faced a severe famine. 
3) He was 86 when his wife’s servant (Hagar) bore him a child (Ishmael), but Sarah made him 

cast out Ishmael after Isaac was born. 
4) He was 99 when God told him to circumcise himself. 
5) His wife (Sarah) remained barren until he was 100 when she conceived Isaac.  
6) He was told to sacrifice his son, Isaac, from whom his offspring was supposed to come.   

 

Even through all his tests, God only allowed him to see the Promise Land but not personally make it 
to the Promise Land.  Abraham left his homeland at the age of 75 and died at 175.  That’s 100 years 
of Faith Under Fire. 
 
As we continue this lesson series, Facts NOT Fears, we’ll examine what happens when your Faith is 
Under Fire.  God wants us to mature in every aspect of our lives, but this maturity doesn’t come easy. 
There can be no growth without testing and no testing without some level of difficulty. If our 
circumstances never change, then everything would be predictably good and comfortable, leaving us 
with no reason to trust God. Typically, growth is hard.  It stretches us in ways that we never thought 
would be possible, and the stretching usually is painful. Leave it to God to always “shake things up” 
when we get a little too comfortable.   
 
In Job 1:2-3, we read that Job had 10 children (7 sons and 3 daughters), a large amount of livestock 
(7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen and 500 female donkeys) and many servants.  Many 
times, our tests come in waves that may occur over time, but this was not the case for Job. It took 
exactly one day for Job’s world to completely turn upside down. The following events happened back 
to back on the same day: 

1. First, the Sabeans took his oxen and donkeys and killed some of his servants. 
2. Second, a servant told him that the fire of God from heaven burned up his sheep and servants. 
3. Third, the Chaldeans took his camels and struck down his servants with swords. 
4. Fourth, a great wind struck the house where his 10 children were eating and drinking wine. 

The house fell on them and they were killed. 
 

No one truly knows the value of his wealth, but it’s been estimated at approximately $56 million in 
today’s value for just the livestock. And we know there’s no value that can be placed on a life, 
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especially when it’s your children. Job couldn’t even process the first loss before he was being 
confronted with the next loss. This type of devastation gives “Faith Under Fire” a whole new meaning. 
It refers to losing people and things that mean something to you, but you keep trusting God with all 
your heart, mind, and soul.  It means you don’t doubt God or waver on trusting Him to the point where 
you stop obeying Him even when everything around you comes crashing down. Job was righteous, 
rich, and he had a big family.  When Satan finished with Job, to include his physical attack, God 
doubled his sheep, camels, oxen, and donkeys (Job 42:12-13). Can you imagine losing almost 
everything just to somewhat double your investment? 
 

 DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

The action of faith or trusting the Lord is an important part of every believer’s daily walk. This is 
evident in the Bible by the number of times faith or its synonyms like trust and believe occur in the 
scriptures. In the King James version (KJV), faith occurs 247 times, trust 134 times, and some form of 
believe appears 314 times. That’s a whole lot of faith, trust and belief in someone we’ve never seen.  
That’s why Faith while under Fire requires tremendous focus.  In our lives today, we basically have 
two options regarding our focus. We can focus on our problems and the things we want or think we 
need, or we can focus on the Lord and His ability to supply all our needs. 
 
The verb “focus” means “to bring into view, to make something clear.” It means “clarity.” Binoculars 
that are out of focus are worthless. But when you bring them into focus on an object, they enhance 
our ability to see the object clearly. Focus also means “to devote oneself to a task, an idea, a person, 
or whatever is in your field of focus.” If we focus on our heavenly Father, then we can sustain during 
any fire or suffering that we face. 
 
Fact #1:   
When Satan attacks Job's possessions, ruins them all, and then takes the lives of all ten of his 
children, we learn how terrible Satan can be. But Job says (Job 1:21 ESV), "Naked I came from my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord." In other words, Job remained steadfast and focused on the Lord 
even though his possessions were taken. 
 
Fact #2:    
Then Satan comes and strikes Job with a disease: boils from the top of his head to the bottom of his 
feet. And his wife says, "Curse God and die." And even though it says explicitly that Satan did this, 
Job responds to his wife (Job 2:10 ESV), "You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. 
Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?" We can’t expect to only have 
the good things in life.  We must love God and be focused on our faith despite our situation. 
  
Questions:   

 
1. Read James 1:2-4.  When was the last time you “counted it all joy” when something bad 

happened to you?  Was it difficult?  Did you believe wholeheartedly what you verbalized to be 
true? 

 
 

 
2. Read Proverbs 3:1-5.  List ways that you have been able to “bind steadfast love and 

faithfulness around your neck”. Remember: out of sight, out of mind. Sometimes focus requires 
a physical, constant reminder. 


