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 DISCUSSION 
 

This lesson continues our series on Satan’s Favorite Lies.  Today’s discussion will focus on one of his 
favorite lies that some Christians might not repeat out loud; instead, it is shown through one’s 
demeanor and actions.  The lie is “Money Is the Key to Happiness.”  Let’s set the foundation for 
this discussion by reading 1 Timothy 6:5-11. Verse 5 of this passage highlights the character of 
people by establishing that some have a corrupt mind, have been robbed of the truth and think that 
godliness is a means to financial gain. And verse 10 (NIV) continues by adding, “For the love of 
money is a root of all kinds of evil.”  This verse is often misread or misunderstood due to word 
placement; the use of the word “a” versus “the.”  Think of it like this: a tree has many roots, not just 
one.  And evil has many root systems, not just one.  Therefore, money is one of many roots that is a 
part of the “evil” root systems.  This lesson will allow us to examine the lie that money is the key to 
your happiness. This lie, like many others, takes on different forms of the same basic lie, and we 
review them in part one of this lesson. 
 
Principle #1:  Wealth is a Measure of Our Worth  
Although this lie is from the pits of hell, we need to realize that many of us, at one time or another, live 
with this thought.  We tend to find our value in who we are via our net worth. For those skeptics, let’s 
look at a few examples.  Have you ever observed a situation where someone of notoriety is asked to 
speak about something that appears to be out of reach for their specialty area?  An example of this 
may be an actor/actress or a musician who is asked to testify before Congress on a topic such as 
foreign policies or taxes.  You might ask, “What in the world does this person know about this topic?”  
Well, the reason for these usual appearances is normally due to money. The thought is the more 
money you have, the smarter you must be.  If you think that you’re smart in one area, then you must 
be smart in all areas.  If you have any rich friends, have you ever noticed that many of them have a 
tendency to give you advice on everything?  Now before we get too down on them, don’t; because 
some people would love to trade places with them. Many times, we find ourselves intimidated by 
people who have wealth.  And this thought pattern is the same thought pattern that would cause you 
to feel that you are better than others if you were wealthy.  It’s human nature, which is why the enemy 
loves when we play into this thought process.  
 
1 Timothy 6:17 says, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to 
put their hope in wealth.” Paul is telling Timothy how to deal with the wealthy Christians of that time.  
Notice that he doesn’t say that there is anything wrong with these people; that they shouldn’t be 
wealthy; or that they should give it all away.  Instead, Paul is telling Timothy to just give them some 
advice.  His first piece of advice is to tell them not to be arrogant.  This can go both ways: don’t 
allow yourself to be intimidated by others with wealth and don’t you attempt to intimidate others with 
your “perceived” wealth. 
 
Principle #2:  Our Wealth is the Source of Our Security 
The next form of this lie shows up as our wealth is the source of our security.  The enemy has us just 
where he wants us when we think, “if I can get just a little bit more, then I will be secure.” Notice the 
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second half of 1 Timothy 6:17, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put their hope in wealth.”  It’s human nature to seek our worth and security from our wealth.  
But the scriptures are quite clear about a fool spending everything that he has. Proverbs 21:20 
(NKJV) states, “There is desirable treasure, and oil in the dwelling of the wise, but a foolish man 
squanders it.”  Therefore, the path to wisdom is for us to live below our means.  For some of us, this 
is easy; but for many others, it’s extremely difficult. Proverbs 13:22 (NKJV) states, “A good man 
leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, but the wealth of the sinner is stored up for the 
righteous.”  Hence, the scriptures speak about preparing for our future but not about finding our worth 
and security in our wealth.   
 
In reviewing 1 Timothy 6:17-19, we see that God does not have a problem with our riches. As stated 
in verse 17, He is the one who gives them to us. However, in verse 18, He provides instructions on 
what to do with them: 1) be rich in good works; 2) be ready to give; 3) be willing to share; 4) store up 
some for a good foundation for the future. Earthly riches only become a problem when we put our 
hope, trust, worth and security in them instead of in God. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

For our discussion questions, let’s look at those individuals who bought the lie that “money is the key 
to happiness” and those who didn’t.  

 

Lot vs. Abram (Read Genesis 13:1-13 and Genesis 19:1-29) 

1. When disputes arose because of the abundance that Abram and Lot had accumulated, Abram 
took great care to favor his family relationship with Lot over his right to pick his land first. What 
does this decision to serve his nephew first indicate about Abram’s attitude toward money and 
possessions? 

 
 
 
2. Lot chose the best land for himself without concern for its proximity to Sodom. Looking back 

over your notes, what parts of this lie of the enemy do you think Lot bought into?  And how 
does it strike you that he positioned himself so close to an area known for its wicked activity?  

 
 
 
3. What are some criteria you think Lot should have considered that could have safeguarded 

himself and his family? 
 
 
 


