
 

 

 

 
 

 
DON’T STOP THE MOVEMENT, PART 1 

1 Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9 
Sermon Notes 

Sunday, March 8, 2020 
Operation: Increase Sermon Series 

 
 
1. Preparing to Study 

• The focus of our study is on the character qualities of those who would be elders within the 
Lord’s church.  

• The church plays a part in the installation process, but the evangelist of the church leads it. 

• The church plays a role in observing and assessing the character qualities and reputations of 
those who desire the role of elder (and deacon). 

• The list of qualities is not a list of “qualifications” as some typically refer to them. 

• The list was never meant to be a comprehensive list.  

• The qualities seen in Timothy and Titus are slightly different. This may indicate that the 
qualities needed in one congregation may not be needed in a different congregation. 

• Character is important because the mission of the church is always at stake. 

• If leaders do not possess certain character qualities, this could stop the movement of the 
church. 

• Perfection isn’t sought, but consistency of character is desired. 
 
2. Above Reproach 

• One’s character should be in alignment with his calling. 

• The calling of an elder is so high that he must be “above reproach.” 

• To be “above reproach” means that there should be no cause for blame in their observable 
behavior.  

• In other words, there should be nothing in their observable behavior that would stop the 
movement of the church.  

• The reputation of those desiring to be elders should be such that nothing comes up about 
their character, which would prevent them from equipping, maturing, herding, protecting, and 
being an example. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

3. The Husband of One Wife 

• Paul wrote that the one who served as an elder should be a married man. 

• In the Greek, the phrase “the husband of one wife” was written, “the man of one woman.” 

• The point Paul was making to the evangelist was that the elder should be a married man who 
was faithful to his wife.  

• He needed to be a “one-woman man.” 

• Polygamy was quite common in Ephesus at the time of this writing. Men would have been 
married to more than one woman. 

• Paul wanted the eldership to have observably split from that lifestyle and be faithfully devoted 
to the wife they had. 

 
4. Sober-Minded, Self-Controlled, Respectable, Hospitable, Able to Teach (Reference 
Scriptures: Galatians 5:22; Titus 1:9) 

• The qualities of sober-minded and self-controlled (ESV) are linked together. 

• The elder must be self-controlled over his passions and desires. 

• The fruit of the Spirit needs to be observed in his life.  

• Respectable – He needs to be an honorable man who operates by a code of decency. 

• Hospitable – He seeks out opportunities to show love to all. Does he open up his home? 

• Able to teach – He must be skilled at teaching (privately or publicly). He must be able to 
defend the truth. 

 
5. Not a Drunkard, Not Violent (but Gentle), Not Quarrelsome, Not a Lover of Money 
(Reference Scripture: Proverbs 20:1) 

• Not a drunkard – He shouldn’t be addicted to wine. 

• Not violent – He shouldn’t be a quick-tempered individual who likes to fight (verbally or 
physically) 

• Gentle – He should have a gentle spirit. 

• Not quarrelsome – He should be geared toward peace. 

• Not a lover of money – He shouldn’t be covetous or greedy for gain. 
 
6. Manage His Household, Not a Recent Convert, Well Thought of by Outsiders 

• Not a drunkard – He shouldn’t be addicted to wine. 

• How he raises his kids says much about his character.  

• Not a recent convert – There is wisdom in him not being a recent convert to Christ.  

• Well thought of by outsiders – His reputation needs to be well thought of by those outside the 
church as well.  

 
7. Not Arrogant, Upright, Holy, and Disciplined 

• The book of Titus provides some other traits which should be considered.  

• Not arrogant – He shouldn’t be self-willed or stubborn. He shouldn't be primarily concerned 
with his own interests. 

• Upright – He should display righteousness. 

• Holy – He should be separate. 

• Disciplined – He should be self-controlled. 


