
Hebrew History I

Joshua

Class One

Chapter One

Background
• Genesis - Deuteronomy were dominated by one central character—Moses.
• For 40 years, Moses has been the constant mediator and deliverer.
• The time has now come for God’s people to inherit the land that was promised centuries 

before.

Genesis 12:1-9 (promise); 15:18-20 (covenant); 17:8

• The history of the Hebrews, as seen in Joshua, is about a covenant fulfilling God being true to 
His promises. 

• Abraham’s journey was based strictly upon God’s promises. 

• How we meet Joshua…
• Exodus 17:8-14
• The memorial was a reminder of where power truly resides. Joshua was to be reminded of 

this story and of God’s power. 
• This points to God’s ability to look “down the road.”
• Jehovah Nissi—“The Lord is my banner.” The name of the Lord is where victory resides.
• Exodus 24:13-18; 32:17-19
• Numbers 11:28; 13:1-16; 14:30-38; 27:12-23; 32:28
• Deuteronomy 1:38; 3:21-22, 28; 31:23

• Joshua’s official ministry begins with a blunt statement by Jehovah—“Moses, my servant is 
dead.” This is evidence to the reality that life goes on especially when God’s mission 
continues.

• Joshua, seemingly, has no time to settle in, but he has to get ready—now. God has prepared 
him for this moment. 

• In verse 3, Jehovah says, “Every place that the sole of your foot will tread, I have given to 
you.” This is the future assurance of what will be.

• Jehovah commits Himself to three things as He speaks to Joshua.
1. To give the people the land.
2. To overcome their enemies
3. To be with Joshua as he was with Moses

• In verse 4, we are given a description of all of the territory Israel was given. Historians say that 
Israel never occupied all of that territory, largely because they did not drive out all of the 
Canaanites. Eventually the pagan/idolatrous customs were adopted by Israel. This sin was the 
cause of them actually losing the land that Jehovah had given them.

• Compromise and comfort took over.



• Joshua’s meditation on the law would govern his decisions.
• An agreement was made with the Reubenites, Gadites and the half tribe of Manasseh to 

posses the land of Gilead, but they were to assist in the conquest of Canaan. (Numbers 
32:20-28)

• In verse 16, we see God’s promise coming to fruition.

Chapter Two

• Perhaps picking up on the example Jehovah gave Moses, Joshua sends out two spies to view 
the land. 

• These spies are spotted and happen to come to the house of Rahab. 
• Rahab presented proof that those of the city had heard of the God of the Hebrews. 
• Numbers 21:21-35

• Rahab knew about three basic facts
1. Jehovah has given you the land. (She recognized God’s memorial name).
2. The fear of you is fallen upon us.
3. All of the inhabitants of the land melt away before you.

• Rahab had faith.
• Her faith came from hearing (2:10)
• Her faith brought knowledge (2:9,11)
• Her faith was honest (2:12-14)
• Her faith was acted upon (2:4-7)
• Her faith prompted obedience (2:17-21)

• If God can rescue Rahab—a pagan prostitute—He can save anyone. 
• The spies encouraged Joshua to take the land. They conveyed what Rahab told them. 

Imagine if they hadn’t come to Rahab’s house.

Chapter Three

• Joshua prepares the people to move, even though he likely doesn’t know how.
• He tells the people that the Lord will do wonders among them, though he doesn’t know what 

the wonders are.
• The ark would replace the cloud as the leader of Israel. (3:3)

• The ark contained a copy of the written Law.
• The people are being led by the written Word of God.

• Jehovah could have led them to a more shallow part or during the dry season, but He doesn’t. 
He is developing their trust in Him.

• The people are to watch the ark and not the river. 
• This is the salvation history of the promise fulfilling event for Israel. 



Class One Questions

Chapter One

1. What did Jehovah tell Joshua?

2. Give the boundaries of the land.

3. What exhortation did Jehovah give Joshua?

4. List the conditions upon which Israel would be successful.

5. Explain verses 12-15

Chapter Two

1. In the beginning of the chapter, what did Joshua do?

2. What did Rahab tell the men of the King?



3. Give proof that Rahab believed in Jehovah.

4. Explain verse 14.

5. How could the men be free from their agreement with Rahab?

Chapter Three

1. Where did Israel camp?

2. How long was it before they passed over the Jordan?

3. What was the sign for the people to move?



4. Explain verse 8.

5. How many men were to be chosen by Israel?  



Hebrew History I
Class Two

Chapter Four

• In the process of crossing the Jordan, twelve chosen men were to select stones from the 
Jordan.

• The telling of this act links back to 3:12. It is a common practice for Hebrews to engage in 
repetition. Things are often repeated to show significance and importance. What you are 
reading is a re-telling of history.

• The stones were to be taken to Gilgal (4:19,20)
• Jehovah had a purpose for the stones.

• They were to serve as a reminder to future descendants that by the power of Jehovah they 
crossed over the Jordan.

• Based upon verse 9, there seems to be two stone gatherings, one in Gilgal and one in the 
midst of the Jordan—which could have possibly been seen when the Jordan was not at flood 
stage. 

• The people crossed over in haste. There were no hiccups to the process, for Jehovah was in 
control.

• The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and half of Manasseh were represented through 40,000 fighting 
men. NOTE: Only the warriors of these tribes crossed the Jordan. The rest stayed in their 
allotted land. (1:12-13)

• It is obvious that the hand of Jehovah is in this process. Once the priests come up out of the 
Jordan, the water returns to its natural state. 

• The stated date of the crossing is important. This date links Israel back to their Egyptian 
deliverance. This was the day the Passover lamb was to be selected. They are to keep the 
Passover feast in four days. NOTE: First month of Jewish calendar is Nisan. (Exodus 12:1-6).

• Joshua, again states the purpose of the stones while stating that it was because of the power 
of Jehovah that they are in the land. 

• The stones are about remembering. So much of the Hebrew life was about remembering what 
God had done. This was to be passed from generation to generation. This is what the church 
does when she assembles and when the Lord’s Supper is taken. Jesus said, “Do this in 
remembrance of Me.”

• Verse 24 tells us why the Lord did what He did in such miraculous way. It was so that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the hand of the Lord is mighty and that you may fear the 
Lord your God forever. God always had His eyes on other nations as well as Israel.

Chapter Five

• The Amorite and Canaanite kings were afraid of Israel. They were so afraid and dismayed that 
there was “no more spirit” left in them. The Amorites were both east and west of the Jordan. 
The Amorites east of the Jordan were defeated. This is the land that Gad, Reuben, and half of 
the tribe of Manasseh occupied.

• With the people afraid of Israel, it would seem that this would be the time to strike, but 
Jehovah purposely slows Israel down. 

• The people had not been circumcised. Before they can go on any further, God wanted them to 
get this piece in order. His law is above anything else. (Genesis 17:10).

• God has a history of stopping His servants in order to put them in order. Exodus 4:24-26.
• Once they are circumcised, they had time to heal. 



• By “rolling away the reproach,” Jehovah writes a new chapter upon their lives. Our reproach is 
rolled away, not by circumcision, but by baptism.

• The people kept the Passover in Gilgal. The name Gilgal means a “rolling away.” This was the 
first Passover in the land.  Once they began feasting upon the land, the manna dried up. 

• Joshua went up near Jericho and met the captain of the Lord’s army. This seems to be some 
“angelic army.” 

• The captain wasn’t there to “fight” in the traditional sense with Israel nor with its enemies.
• Joshua asked the wrong question in verse 13. The question is not if the Lord is on our side. 

The question is are we ready to submit to His authority?
• Joshua submitted to the authority and direction of the commander. The commander could 

have been a form of pre-incarnate Christ or a theophany of God.
•  Before Jericho is taken, the leader of Israel needs to fall on his face.  



Class Two Questions

Chapter Four

1. How many men were to be chosen by Joshua and what were they to do?

2. What was the purpose of what Joshua told the men to do?

3. How many memorials were erected?

4. What do verses 12 and 13 point out?

5. When did Israel cross the Jordan (the date)?

Chapter Five

1. What was the reaction of the Amorites and Canaanites?

2. What did Jehovah tell Joshua to do?



3. Why did Joshua have to circumcise the people?

4. What does the name “Gilgal” imply?

5. Who “possibly” was the commander of the Lord’s army?  



Hebrew History I
Class Three

Chapter Six

• The conquest of Canaan begins with the fall of Jericho.
• Chapter six begins with the closing of the gates of Jericho. The gates were closed because of 

Israel.
• The erection of walls around ancient cities with gates was not uncommon. This is military 

strategy that the king is using. The first thing that must be done when facing a threat is to 
secure the city. 

• Jericho is a gift from God for He owns the land (Leviticus 25:23).
• He not only is giving the land, but its king and its mighty men of valor. It is a complete gift.
• Jericho is a well fortified city. Dr. John Carstand, director of the British School of Archaeology, 

excavated the ruins of Jericho. He found that there were actually two walls that fortified the 
city. The outer wall was six feet thick and the second twelve feet thick. These walls were 
joined together by houses built into the walls. Remember Rahab’s house.

• It is important to note that God had a plan for the “impossible” task that Israel was about to 
undertake. 

• Israel can’t claim glory for what they are about to do.
• The plan

• March around Jericho once each day for six days
• On the seventh day, march around seven times.
• The priests would blow trumpets.
• The people would shout with a great shout.
• The walls would fall down flat. 
• The whole time, the Ark of the Covenant is to be before them. In chapter six, the Ark of the 

Covenant is mentioned about nine times. 
• Many scholars agree that it was only the military that marched around the city and not the 

2-3 million people.
• The execution of the plan of God by the Israelites demonstrated their faith. Victory cannot 

come unless faith is expressed through obedience. God’s commands had to obeyed, “to the 
letter,” if the correct results were to occur. 

• In verse 17, we see that the promise to Rahab was remembered. A note about Rahab…in her 
day, harlots were also known as innkeepers. Jewish historian Josephus, referred to Rahab as 
an innkeeper. 

• What is important to remember is that Rahab is not remembered for her harlotry, but for her 
faith. James (2:25) said that she was justified by her works. 

• We also see from verse 17 that everything in the city was to be devoted to the Lord (first 
fruits).

• To rebuild Jericho would be seen as an act of rebellion, since it belonged to Jehovah in the 
first place. The oath of Joshua was true 1 Kings 16:34.

• Why are the nations being “destroyed?” Genesis 15:16.

Chapter Seven

• Israel’s victory did not come without man getting in the way. The victory was complete, but 
Israel did something they should not have done.

• Achan’s sin was clearly seen by God and it angered Him. He was angry at all of Israel.



• Achan’s sin was imputed to the whole congregation of Israel.
• In verse three, we see “man” coming up with a plan/recommendation. The Lord was NOT 

consulted!!!
• They were defeated at Ai because of sin. They also had a misconception of how victory is 

achieved. Their victory at Jericho wasn’t wrapped in military strategy, but upon God’s strategy. 
• Joshua and the elders were in distress and didn’t know what to do. Joshua asked Jehovah, 

what He was going to do.
• What God was going to do wasn’t the issue. The issue and solution resided with Israel. 
• Jehovah said that they had stolen and lied. Because they took what was devoted, Israel was 

now devoted for destruction. 
• The sin was a stronger enemy than Ai. 
• The sin of one affected the whole camp. Sin must be dealt with by God’s people. 
• Casting lots was a practice that the Jews would engage in to determine the will of God. They 

could have cast sticks or stones with certain markings drawn upon them. 
• Achan described the process of sin as: I saw, I coveted, I took. Be careful what you allow your 

eyes to see. 
• Achan, his family, and possessions were all destroyed. Trouble was brought upon Israel, thus 

the name Valley of Achor (trouble).  



Class Three Questions

Chapter Six

1. What assurance did God give Joshua?

2. How was Jericho defending herself?

3. Give Jehovah’s plan for taking the city.

4. Give the expected results.

5. Give the marching arrangement of Israel.

Chapter Seven

1. How could the sin of one man be attributed to the whole nation?

2. What was Jehovah’s reaction to Achan’s sin?

3. What city did the men spy?



4. What was the process of Achan’s sin?

5. What happened to Achan and his family? Why?  



Hebrew History I
Class Four

Chapter Eight

• Only after the sin is extricated from the camp can Israel move forward.
• The city of Ai was a gift from God, yet there were still conditions that needed to be met. Israel 

was to take the fighting men with them to Ai. Their obedience displays their faith. Our 
responsibility is our response to His ability. 

• Notice, Jehovah tells them to take “all of the fighting men.” The earlier plan that took place 
outside of God’s instruction, called for only 2,000-3,000 men. 

• The spoils of Ai could go to the people of Israel. Note the contrast between the instructions 
regarding the spoils of Ai with the instructions concerning Jericho.

• Jehovah gives revelation concerning HIs plan—“Lay in ambush behind the city.” This strategy 
would use the confidence of the Ai army against them. Remember this plan is from God, so 
He already knows what will take place. 

• All of the inhabitants of Ai were killed. We should remember that this was not the slaughter of 
the innocent, but rather God’s judgement against a wicked people. 

• Joshua did not draw back his hand with which he stretched out the javelin until he had 
devoted all the inhabitants of Ai to destruction. 

• After war, it was time to worship and renew the covenant of the Lord. Israel journeyed about 
twenty miles from Ai in order to worship and to be reminded to the law, with its associated 
blessings and cursings. 

• In the valley between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim was the city of Shechem. Abraham 
originally built an altar at Shechem (Genesis 12:6-7).

• According to the pattern set by Jehovah, an altar of uncut stones, upon which no man had 
wielded an iron tool was to be built (Exodus 20:25; Deuteronomy 27:2,5).

• Joshua followed the pattern of Moses regarding the blessings and cursings from Deuteronomy 
27.

• The entire congregation is present—men, women, and children.

Chapter Nine

• Hearing of Israel’s conquests galvanized the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hives, 
and Jebusites.

• The people of Gibeon sought to make a treaty with Israel. The treaty would be made under 
false pretenses. 

• Gibeon is a great city and all of its men were warriors, but instead of fighting they sought to 
make a treaty. 

• According to Deuteronomy 20:10-18, there was a provision that Israel could peacefully deal 
with a country, providing it was far away. A peaceful surrender leading to servitude was 
permitted. If it was a country of the inheritance, they had to be destroyed. 

• Apparently the Gibeonites knew of this provision this is why they say that they were from a far 
country. They have “props” to show that they traveled a long way. 

• Verse 14 is important: “They did not ask counsel from the Lord.”
• Because this covenant was “sworn by the name of the Lord,” they couldn’t kill the Gibeonites. 

To turn their backs on the treaty would be to profane the name of God. 



• They made them draw-ers of water for the congregation. This is more than punishment for the 
deception. Gibeon is willingly submitting to Israel and to their God. They would ultimately be 
used in the tabernacle service.  



Class Four Questions

Chapter Eight

1. How many of the people are to go against Ai this time?

2. Give the complete strategy as revealed by Joshua?

3. How many men were left in Ai?

4. What was the sign for those in ambush to move?

5. How were the people divided and where did they stand?

Chapter Nine

1. Give the strategy of the Gibeonites.

2. What law did Israel violate and where is it found?



3. How long a time expired before the truth was known?

4. What punishment was put on the Gibeonites?

5. How long were they to bear their punishment?  



Hebrew History I
Class Five

Chapter Ten

• The defection of the Gibeonites served as a warning to Canaanite cites to the south, that they 
too were vulnerable to Israel’s military aggression.

• A confederation including Adoni-zedek of Jerusalem, Hoham (Hebron), Piram (Jarmuth), 
Raphia (Lachish), Debir (Eglon) decided that they would declare war on Gibeon for the treaty 
they made with Israel.

• Gibeon was viewed as a great and strategic city. 
• The confederation is an alliance of Amorite kings. Though they live in Canaan, they are a race 

of Amorite people. Canaanite is a general term. Amorite is a more specific term denoting their 
race. They dwelled in the hill country.

• Gibeon sent word to Joshua about the situation. Please note the location of the Israelite camp. 
It was at Gilgal.

• The Lord encouraged Joshua for battle. This is reminiscent of God’s words to “Be strong and 
courageous.”

• Joshua and the army marched all night from Gilgal to Gibeon. The enemy was then chased 
out of the hill country to the coastal plain. 

• During the battle the Lord intervened by causing a great hailstorm. Notice that more of the 
enemy was killed by the hand of God, than by the Israelite army.

• Joshua issued a prayer to Jehovah that the sun stand still. Notice that he does so in the 
presence of the people. God headed the voice of a man. All of the previous miraculous 
occasions had come through God’s initiatives, but this one comes as a request from Joshua. 

• The book of Jashar is an ancient collection of Hebrew writings and poetry. In it, this story is 
included.

• The five kings of the Amorites hid in the cave of Makkedah. A large stone was rolled over the 
entrance so that they could not escape. Israel then pursued the rear guard of the enemy. The 
kings were eventually brought out and the captains of Israel’s army put their feet on the kings’ 
necks, to display full subjection to Joshua and Israel. This was an ancient practice. The 
enemies are made the footstool of the victor (1 Corinthians 15:24-28).

• Joshua then communicates to his captains the same thing that has been communicated to 
him, “Be strong and courageous.”

• The kings are hanged on trees to place their defeat as a public spectacle (Colossians 2:15).
• The battle of the five kings was a prelude to the conquest of southern Canaan. 
• As you read 10:28-43, don’t underestimate the process to which all of this took place. It seems 

it happened at great speed and without any difficulty. That likely was not the case. Even so, 
God was with them the whole time. 

Chapter Eleven

• After the southern conquest, Joshua now turns his attention toward the northern territories. 
• Jabin, king of Hazor, is strong, powerful, and influential. 
• The confederation of northern kings had troops that were large in number. Jewish historian 

Josephus wrote that the number of the whole army was 300,000 armed footmen, 10,000 
horsemen, and 20,000 chariots.

• Jehovah encouraged Joshua by telling him not to be afraid of them, for in a day, He would 
give them over to Israel. 



• Jehovah told Joshua to make their horses useless and burn their chariots. 
• Once the army was routed, Joshua turned his attention to the head of the group. Hazor was 

then burned with fire. By destroying this city first, it would weaken the spirit of all those who 
lived in coalition cities. 

• Joshua was obedient as Moses (Numbers 33:51-53).
• Notice verse 20. The enemy actually came to battle Israel. Their hearts were hardened by 

God however, like He hardened Pharaoh. 
• In verse 21 we read of the Anakim. These are the same group of people who stirred fear with 

the 10 spies. These giants and the fear they produced is what caused 40 years of wilderness 
wandering. For 45 years Israel has been kept from this land, now the Anakim have been 
conquered. 

• Joshua took the whole land and the land had rest from war. 



Class Five Questions

Chapter Ten

1. Name the king of Jerusalem and all who aligned with him.

2. What did Jehovah tell Joshua?

3. What did Jehovah do the Amorites in the battle?

4. What is the book of Jashar?

5. What event is recorded in the book of Jashar that is recorded in Joshua as well?

Chapter Eleven

1. What nations grouped together to fight Israel?

2. According to Josephus, how big was the army?



3. What did Jehovah tell Joshua?

4. How many cities made peace with Israel?

5. Who were the people that the caused fear in the 10 spies?  



Hebrew History I
Class Six

Chapter Twelve

• Chapter twelve is a summation of the conquests of both Moses and Joshua.
• On the west of the Jordan, Joshua and the people of Israel defeated a total of 31 kings.
• Thirty-one kings had cast themselves against the power of God and came short of their goal.

Chapter Thirteen

• Chapter thirteen begins the second part of this book.
• The land had rested from war and now it was time to divide the land into tribal allotments. 
• The allotment of the land might seem like boring reading to a twenty-first century audience, 

but to the original readers this would have been of grave importance.
• This is the “legal” deed to their land; persevered and recorded in this book for each 

subsequent generation.
• The division of the land was to be made at this time because: 1. God had already decreed that 

Joshua and Eleazar were to supervise and divide the land (Numbers 34:17). 2. Joshua was 
old and his time on earth was rapidly drawing to a close. 

• As chapter thirteen opens, Joshua had conquered all of the land that he was going to conquer 
as leader of the people. There was still more land to be conquered, but he wouldn’t lead the 
army. This does not contradict 11:23. 

• God mentions that the inhabitants of the land still left to be conquered, will be driven out by 
Him.

• Verse 14 points out that the Levites did not receive a land inheritance.
• Notice in verse 22, Balaam (he of the famous talking donkey) is mentioned. He is recorded in 

history only as soothsayer. He was a prophet, but as Peter said (2 Peter 2:15), he loved the 
wages of unrighteousness. 

Chapters Fourteen — Nineteen

• The mention of Eleazar the priest in 14:1 indicates that this land allotment was a process of 
religious significance. 

• Joshua, Eleazar, and the heads of the nine and a half tribes are gathered to see the 
distribution of land.

• Notice, these “heads” are not trying to figure out a strategy to determine the land allotment, 
the distribution is decided by casting lots. The size of the tribe would be considered in the 
distribution. This is all according to the commandment of the Lord (Numbers 26:56). This likely 
meant that tribes with lesser land needs had land taken from them and given to those with 
larger needs.

• The Levites were not to receive land, only cities within the tribal allotments. 
• Caleb, one of the twelve spies who viewed the land and one of the two who had a good report 

came to Joshua to request his land allotment (Deuteronomy 1: 36). Hebron was his 
inheritance. 

• Judah received a considerable allotment and is the first tribe to receive the inherited land. This 
perhaps harkens back to Genesis 49:8-12.



• The text returns to Caleb, for a portion of his land is in Judah. He drives out some of the 
descendants of Anak. These were the people to whom the ten spies were afraid. It is ironic 
that Caleb drives out those he knew could have been driven out, 45 years earlier. 

• The Othniel of 15:17 will one day become the judge of Israel. 
• In 15:63, the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem were not driven out. This failure is 

attributed to Benjamin in Judges 1:21. This is the beginning of Israel’s troubles of not totally 
taking the land in the way the Lord commanded. 

• Is there a bit of “holy” sarcasm in 17:14-18? Ephraim and Manasseh want more land, even 
though they had land both east and west of the Jordan. They were more numerous 
(combined) than the other tribes, numbering 85,200 (Numbers 26).

• 18:1-7—Once Ephraim and Manasseh had received their land, the tabernacle was set up at 
Shiloh. This is the place that God had chosen for the tabernacle (Deuteronomy 12:11). Shiloh 
means rest.

• The remaining seven tribes seem to be “slack” in their possession of the land. Joshua 
instructed them how they were to determine the division of the land. 

• Their delay in taking the land is emblematic of their low spiritual development. By delaying, 
they are discharging their duty to God. Their chief purpose of existence was to serve God. 

• 19:1-9—Simeon obtained part of Judah’s land, since their land was too large for them. The 
curse of Genesis 49:5-7?  



Class Six Questions

Chapter Twelve

1. How many kings did Israel defeat?

2. What land remained to be conquered?

3. What was the inheritance of Levi?

4. What tribes camped east of the Jordan?

5. Who gave them this inheritance?

Chapter Thirteen 

1. What land remained to be conquered?



2. How many tribes were to inhabit this land when conquered? Explain this number.

3. What was the inheritance of Levi?

4. What tribes camped east of the Jordan?

Chapters Fourteen-Nineteen

1. Who was in charge of distributing land grants?

2. If the Levites received no inheritance, how could the land be divided among twelve tribes?

3. Who accepted Caleb’s offer?

4. What did Ephraim fail to do?



5. What did the children of Joseph ask Joshua? What was his reply?

6. How many tribes had not conquered their inheritance? 

7. Where was Simeon’s inheritance located?  



Hebrew History I
Class Seven

Chapter Twenty

• Chapter twenty puts on display God’s mercy, justice, and His gracious provision for human 
life. 

• The intentional shedding of blood would always call out for justice, in that it was a violation of 
God’s law. It was prohibited by the sixth commandment (Exodus 20:13).

• God’s law was clear about how to handle premeditated murder—life for life (Exodus 
21:23-25).

• The idea was that the punishment be proportional to the offense. 
• If, however, the killing was unintentional (manslaughter), the perpetrator could flee to a City of 

Refuge in order to save his life. 
• The procedure of setting up the Cities of Refuge are seen in Deuteronomy 19:1-13.
• The mans layer was to be assessed by the elders at the city gate and they would afford him 

provision until his case was heard by the congregation.. 
• If his case was deemed genuine, he could stay in the city until the death of the high priest. 
• After the death of the high priest, he could return home. 
• If he would be found guilty, he would be returned to the avenger of blood to be killed.
• The three Cities of Refuge west of the Jordan were Kedesh in Galilee, Shechem, Kiriath-arba 

(Hebron).
• The Cities of Refuge foreshadow the church.

Chapter Twenty-One

• The chapter begins with the Levites coming to Eleazar, Joshua, and the heads of the fathers’ 
houses to request their land allotment.

• As Levites, they were not due a specific land distribution as the rest of the tribes, but they 
were to receive cities in these lands. 

• In 13:33-34, we see that the Lord would be their inheritance and portion expressed in offerings 
made by fire. 

• They still needed to live somewhere and have support for their livestock. 
• Note Numbers 35:1-8. There were to be forty-eight designated cities for the Levites, including 

the six cities of refuge.
• The larger tribes were to provide the larger number of cities; so the allocation is to be in 

proportion to the resources (Hughes).
• The Levites are made up of four groups of people (the Aaronic-priestly line, the Kohathites, 

Gershonites, and the Merarites).
• Levi had three sons—Kohath, Gershon, and Merari.
• The descendants of Aaron received thirteen cities from Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin.
• The rest of the Kohathites received another ten cities in Ephraim, Dan, and Manasseh. The 

Gershonites received thirteen cities from Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and half of Manasseh. The 
Merarites received twelve cities from Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun. This makes a total of forty-
eight.

• The scattering about of the Levites foreshadows the church.
• Verses 43-45 provide a wonderful fulfillment of God’s marvelous promise. 



Chapter Twenty-Two 

• Since the land was now at rest, the fighting men of Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh which 
settled on the east side of the Jordan were now released from their agreed upon duties. 

• They kept the charge of the Lord.
• Joshua gave them the encouragement to continue being obedient to Jehovah. 
• The essence of Joshua’s command is to love the Lord, cling to Him, and serve Him with all 

your heart and soul. 
• To keep such a command is to keep the Shema (Deuteronomy 6:5). This is required of all 

God-fearers (Luke 10:25-28).
• Joshua further blessed them with “much wealth and with very much livestock, with silver, gold, 

bronze, iron, and much clothing.” They were to divide the spoil with the brethren they left 
behind. 

• When the people of Reuben, Gad, and half Manasseh came to the region of their allotment, 
they decided to build a large altar. 

• The Israelites in West Canaan “heard” about it and gathered together at Shiloh to make war 
on their brethren. 

• Phineas and ten chiefs (one from each tribe) came to their brethren at Gilead and questioned 
them about their “sin.” They urged them not to rebel against the Lord. 

• The people listened and then responded to the “charges.” As it turned out, they didn’t build an 
altar of worship. To do so would have been in violation to the Law (Leviticus 17:8-9). 

• This altar was for a non-religious purpose. It was to serve as a testimony that they and those 
in West Canaan were one people.  



Class Seven Questions

Chapter Twenty

1. What was the purpose of the Cities of Refuge?

2. What was the manslayer to do upon arriving near the city?

3. How long was he to remain there?

Chapter Twenty-One

1. What was the request of the Levites?

2. What peoples made up the “Levites?”

3. How many cities did they receive?



Chapter Twenty-Two

1. What did Joshua tell the two and one-half tribes?

2. What was the blessing given to the people?

3. Why did they build an altar?



Hebrew History I
Class Eight

Chapter Twenty-Three

• Some believe that the “a long time afterward” was about 20-30 years after Israel set foot in 
Canaan. 

• Joshua sought to remind the people what God had done for them. If this much time had 
passed and they had been at rest, it would have been easy for them to forget. 

• There were still some areas where the Canaanites yet lived. Joshua reminded the people of 
what God had done and informed them of what God was still going to do by continuing to 
drive out the nations. 

• Joshua encouraged the people to be strong to keep and do all that is written in the Book of the 
Law of Moses. He didn’t want them to turn aside from it neither to the right or the left. 

• He then told them what that included: not mixing with the nations, make mention of their gods, 
serving or bowing down to their gods. Instead, they were to cling to Jehovah. There was to be 
a close, intimate union with God.

• Why should there be an intimate union with God? Because the Lord fights for you!
• Israel was stronger than any other army because the Lord was on their side. Verse 10 

harkens back to the song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32:30.
• Joshua again exhorts Israel not to mix with the nations. If they did, then Jehovah would no 

longer be with them.
• From verse 14 until the end of the chapter, Joshua again repeats what he has previously said: 

God keeps His promises and don’t transgress the covenant by serving other gods. 

Chapter Twenty-Four

• Before Joshua “goes the way of all the earth,” he gathered all the tribes of Israel, the elders, 
heads, judges, and officers to Shechem to renew the covenant.

• They are presenting themselves before God. As they are doing such, Joshua gives them a 
history lesson of all that Jehovah had done for them. 

• Shechem was very important in that this was the place where the first land promise was given 
to Abraham in Genesis 12:6. The promise has now been fulfilled. Not a word of the promise 
has failed.

• Jehovah is a God of covenant faithfulness. Their entire history is a record of God’s covenant-
fulfilling grace. 

• From Genesis 12 there is a steady march toward God fulfilling this promise. Genesis 12-
Joshua 24, we see God keeping His end of the deal. From Judges onward, we see Israel not 
keeping their end. Their apostasy and hard-heartedness culminates in them killing the Son of 
God. 

• The “hornet” of verse twelve is likely the fear and panic that filled Israel’s foes, which often 
preceded the battle. Perhaps the fear was built based upon what happened to the two kings of 
the Amorites, Sihon and Og.

• What God gave them, they had not built, nor worked for. It was by His grace.
• With such a rich, God-filled history, Joshua exhorted them to choose who they would serve. If 

they were to serve God, they were to do so in sincerity and faithfulness and put away the gods 
that their fathers served. 



• Sycretism—the blending of different beliefs—was Israel’s issue. It is the issue for the modern 
church as well. Do we really want to let God be the ultimate authority in every part of our 
lives?

• Joshua makes a bold yet sincere proclamation. He and his house will serve the Lord!
• The people said, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods.” They 

would soon drift away from their proclamation.
• They recognized who God was and what He did, but that wouldn’t be enough for them. Is it 

enough for us?
• Joshua pressed them again by telling them that they would not be able to serve Jehovah if 

they served other gods. If they did, this would serve as a breach of their contract. What 
forgiveness can there be if one turns away from God?

• After bringing Israel so much good, a jealous God would consume them, if they violated their 
contract. 

• Israel would serve as their own witnesses of what they agreed upon before God.
• For a reminder, Joshua wrote words in the Book of the Law and took a large stone and set it 

up under a terebinth tree that was by the sanctuary. The stone would be a witness and a 
reminder to Israel. 

• Joshua died at 110 years old and he was buried in the land of his inheritance.
• Israel served God all the days of Joshua and the elders who outlived Joshua, for they knew 

what God did for them. Eventually Eleazar the priest died.
• What was to happen to Israel now?



Class Eight Questions

Chapter Twenty-Three

1. How long was “a long time afterward,” according to some?

2. Who did Joshua summon?

3. What admonition did he give them?

4. What stern warning did he reiterate to them?

Chapter Twenty-Four

1. Whom did Joshua call together?

2. What do we learn about Abraham’s family in this review?



3. Where did the people gather? Why was this place significant?

4. What choice had Joshua made?

5. How long did Israel serve Jehovah?



Study Guide for Exam

Chapter One

1. What did Jehovah tell Joshua?
2. What exhortation did Jehovah give Joshua?

Chapter Two

1. What did Rahab tell the men of the King?
2. Give proof that Rahab believed in Jehovah.

Chapter Three

1. What was the sign for the people to move?
2. How many men were to be chosen by Israel?

Chapter Four

1. How many memorials were erected?
2. What do verses 12 and 13 point out?

Chapter Five

1. What was the reaction of the Amorites and Canaanites?
2. Why did Joshua have to circumcise the people?

Chapter Six

1. Give Jehovah’s plan for taking the city.
2. Give the marching arrangement of Israel.

Chapter Seven

1. What was Jehovah’s reaction to Achan’s sin?
2. What happened to Achan and his family? Why?

Chapter Eight

1. How many of the people are to go against Ai this time?
2. Give the complete strategy as revealed by Joshua?



Chapter Nine

1. Give the strategy of the Gibeonites.
2. What punishment was put on the Gibeonites?

Chapter Ten

1. Name the king of Jerusalem and all who aligned with him.
2. What event is recorded in the book of Jashar that is recorded in Joshua as well?

Chapter Eleven

1. What nations grouped together to fight Israel?
2. Who were the people that the caused fear in the 10 spies?

Chapter Twelve

1. How many kings did Israel defeat?
2. What was the inheritance of Levi?
3. What tribes camped east of the Jordan?

Chapter Thirteen 

1. What land remained to be conquered?

Chapters Fourteen-Nineteen

1. Who was in charge of distributing land grants?
2. Who accepted Caleb’s offer?

Chapter Twenty

1. What was the purpose of the Cities of Refuge?
2. What was the manslayer to do upon arriving near the city?

Chapter Twenty-One

1. What peoples made up the “Levites?”
2. How many cities did they receive?



Chapter Twenty-Two

1. What did Joshua tell the two and one-half tribes?
2. Why did they build an altar?

Chapter Twenty-Three

1. What admonition did he give the people?
2. What stern warning did he reiterate to them?

Chapter Twenty-Four

1. Where did the people gather? Why was this place significant?
2. What choice had Joshua made?



Hebrew History I
Class Nine

Judges

Chapter One

• The time context of this entire book is “after the death of Joshua.” It is a continuation of the 
history of the people of Israel.

• Joshua left no successor. Moses was told to leave a successor (Numbers 27:20-21). We do 
not read of a similar instruction for Joshua.

• Israel collectively inquired of the Lord as to whom should go first against the Canaanites. This 
was likely determined by the Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30).

• Why would they need to go against the Canaanites if Joshua took the whole land (Joshua 
11:23)? B.H. Caroll wrote: “Joshua himself, with an united army, captured the country in a 
general way by defeating all organized armies and dissipating all ope opposition. But the 
people did not occupy and settle the conquered provinces until years afterward. So the 
remnants of the defeated people would return and occupy their old territory.”

• Judah was to go first (Genesis 49:8-10).
• Judah and Simeon defeated the Canaanites and Perizzites, conquering 10,000at Bezek. They 

also captured the king, Adoni-Bezek (the lord of Bezek), before cutting off his thumbs and big 
toes. 

• Judah goes on to fight Jerusalem and in the hill country, the Negeb, and the lowland.  They 
also fought against those in Hebron. 

• Verses 11-15 are a re-cap of Joshua 15:14-19. Thus we see that often the Bible is not placed 
in chronological order. 

• Notice verse 19. Remember, God is fighting for them, but now we learn that Judah could not 
drive out the inhabitants. They can’t drive them out either because they have failed in their 
faith or their obedience.

• The action then turned to the house of Joseph.They made an agreement with a spy that was 
similar to the covenant made with Rahab. 

• From verses 27-36, there is a shameful description of the actions of six tribes. They did not 
drive out the inhabitants, but allowed them to live among Israel. 

• Israel put these Canaanites to forced labor. This was not God’s command. They were to 
exterminate them (Deuteronomy 7:2; 20:16-17).

• Israel’s guilt is wrapped in disobedience and compromise. They were also “profiting” from their 
disobedience since they put the Canaanites to work. 

Chapter Two

• This situation has gotten out of hand, thus God sends His angel with a message for Israel. 
• The angel’s message was a reminder of what God had done, His covenant, and what was to 

be Israel’s end of the bargain.
• They were not keeping their side of the covenant, thus God was not going to drive out their 

enemies. Their enemies would prove to be a “thorn in their side” and their gods would be a 
snare.

• Israel wept and sacrificed showing their “repentance.” They quickly turned away again, 
however.



• Verses 6-10 is a re-cap of Joshua’s death. Following the death of Joshua, there arose another 
generation after them who did not know the Lord or the work that He had done for Israel. How 
is it that they didn’t know the work that God did? Obviously, people stopped talking about it. 

• Israel’s disobedience turned into full-fledged apostasy. This happened because they did not 
“know the Lord.”

• Baal was thought to be a male deity and Ashtaroth a female. They were a god and goddess of 
fertility. 

• Israel has committed two evils: forsaking God and turning to idols.
• As a result of the disobedience, God gave them over to plunderers and captivity. 
• God then raised up judges (deliverers) to rescue Israel from their oppressors. 
• Israel was only as strong as the judge. Once the judge died, their obedience died.
• The mercy of God is seen in the judge.
• The nations that remained. Joshua 23: 4, 7, 12. These nations that Joshua left, were not left 

by accident. They were left to test Israel’s obedience. They failed the test.  



Class Nine Questions

Judges

Chapter One

1. What tribe is selected to go first to fight against the Canaanites?

2. What tribe went with Judah?

3. What did they do to Adoni-bezek?

4. What did Benjamin fail to do?

5. What did the remaining tribes fail to do?

Chapter Two

1. What did the angel accuse the people of doing?



2. What was the reaction of the people to the angel?

3. How long did Israel serve Jehovah?

4. What did the new generation of Israel do?

5. Who was Baal and Asharoth?

6. What was the cycle of Israel given in chapter two?



Book of Joshua
Exam 1

Chapter One

1. What did Jehovah tell Joshua?

2. What exhortation did Jehovah give Joshua?

Chapter Two

1.  Give proof that Rahab believed in Jehovah.

Chapter Three

1. What was the sign for the people to move?

2. How many men were to be chosen by Israel?



Chapter Four

1. How many memorials were erected?

2. What do verses 12 and 13 point out?

Chapter Five

1. What was the reaction of the Amorites and Canaanites?

2. Why did Joshua have to circumcise the people?

Chapter Six

1. Give Jehovah’s plan for taking the city.

2. Give the marching arrangement of Israel.



Chapter Seven

1. What was Jehovah’s reaction to Achan’s sin?

2. What happened to Achan and his family? Why?

Chapter Eight

1. How many of the people are to go against Ai this time?

2. Give the complete strategy as revealed by Joshua?

Chapter Nine

1. Give the strategy of the Gibeonites.

2. What punishment was put on the Gibeonites?



Chapter Ten

1. What event is recorded in the book of Jashar that is recorded in Joshua as well?

Chapter Eleven

1. What nations grouped together to fight Israel?

2. Who were the people that the caused fear in the 10 spies?



Book of Joshua 
Exam 2

Chapter Twelve

1.  What was the inheritance of Levi?

2. What tribes camped east of the Jordan?

Chapter Thirteen 

1. What land remained to be conquered?

Chapters Fourteen-Nineteen

1. Who was in charge of distributing land grants?

2. Who accepted Caleb’s offer?



Chapter Twenty

1. What was the purpose of the Cities of Refuge?

2. What was the manslayer to do upon arriving near the city?

Chapter Twenty-One

1. What peoples made up the “Levites?”

2. How many cities did they receive?



Chapter Twenty-Two

1. What did Joshua tell the two and one-half tribes?

2. Why did they build an altar?

Chapter Twenty-Three

1. What admonition did he give the people?

2. What stern warning did he reiterate to them?



Chapter Twenty-Four

1. Where did the people gather? Why was this place significant?

2. What choice had Joshua made?  



Hebrew History I
Class Ten

Chapter Three

• We are reminded of the fact that God left nations to “test” Israel. 
• Israel would need to “struggle” a little in the land that they were in. Oft times struggle helps 

one to appreciate what they actually have. 
• The testing also was to prove whether or not Israel would obey the commandments of the 

Lord. They failed that test.
• A major part of the downfall of Israel was the intermarrying of the people with the culture of 

Canaanites. 
• Their apostasy took them into the worship of Baal and Asheroth. 
• There are consequences for disobedience. Jehovah used as an agent of discipline, King 

Cushan-rishathaim of Mesopotamia.
• God’s punishment did not come without mercy, for when the people cried out, he raised up a 

judge (deliverer), who saved them. These judges foreshadow Jesus.
• We first read of Othniel in Joshua 15:17. The Spirit of the Lord was upon him and he delivered 

Israel. The land had rest for 40 years and then Othniel died…
• Israel’s obedience lasted as long as the judge lived. They would then return to the cycle of 

disobedience. 
• This time, God would use the King of Moab as his agent of discipline. His name was Eglon. 
• Once again, God heard the cries of Israel and He raised up a left-handed man, Ehud. 
• Ehud is a unlikely deliverer. He is from Benjamin’s tribe. Benjamin has been blamed for not 

driving out the Jebusites. Also, he is left-handed. The right-hand was the “hand of power.” It 
was thought to be a warrior’s greatest asset. 

• Ehud seems to go with a plan as he carried tribute to Eglon, for he made a custom sword. The 
sword was eighteen inches long. 

• Notice the detail that scripture gives us. We are told that Eglon is a very fat man.
• Ehud sent the delegation away who helped bring in the tribute and then turned to Eglon and 

told him that he had a secret message for him.
• Intrigued by the secret, Eglon sent his own attendants way. At this point, Ehud stuck his 

dagger into Eglon. The fat closed over the blade. 
• Ehud became the leader of Israel and they killed about 10,000 Moabites. Israel had rest for 80 

years.
• We next read of Shamgar who used an oxgoad to kill 600 Philistines. 

Chapter Four

• Following the death of Ehud, the people returned to their sinful practices and God used Jabin, 
the king of Canaan to discipline them. The commander of the Canaanite army was named 
Sisera.

• This oppression over Israel was harsh and lasted for twenty years. They had intimidating 
equipment at their disposal—900 chariots of iron.

• Deborah was a prophetess was judging Israel at the time. This seems to indicate that judges 
not only exercised military functions but judicial ones as well. As a prophetess, she would 
speak for God.

• The respect she had among the people can be seen in her “summoning” Barak.



• Barak’s reluctance should not be looked upon negatively. He wanted to take the “word of the 
Lord” with him. 

• She told him the victory would not be for his glory, but that God would sell Sisera into the hand 
of a woman. 

• All of Sisera’s army, with all of their superior weaponry, fell before the Lord. 
• Sisera ran into the tent of Jael, Heber’s wife. This, he believed, would be a safe territory. 
• Jael gave Sisera milk instead of the water that he requested. Milk is a sleep inducer. 
• When he was asleep, she drove a tent peg into his temples, until the peg went into the 

ground.
• Sisera was delivered into the hands of Jael. This fulfilled Deborah’s prophecy. 





Class Ten Questions

Chapter Three

1. List the first three judges of Israel.

2. Explain Israel’s vicious cycle.

3. How long did the land rest during the judgeship of Othniel?

4. What was peculiar about Ehud?

5. Explain how Ehud killed Eglon.

6. How did Shamgar kill 600 Philistines?



Chapter Four

1. What was Deborah’s official role in Israel?

2. What condition did Barak place on his obedience?

3. Explain the weaponry of Sisera and the army of Canaan.

4. Explain what happened in the tent of Jael. 



Hebrew History I
Class Eleven

Chapter Five

• Deborah and Barak offer a song of praise for the deliverance of God. This song also gives 
thanks to Jehovah for providing leaders who offered themselves willingly and for the tribes 
who risked their lives for the sake of the people of God. 

• Deborah and Barak wanted the nobles and common people to tell of the righteous triumphs of 
the Lord. This is exactly what has always been required of Israel—to tell the story over and 
over about the deliverance of God. 

• Within this song is a specific recount of the tribes that fought against their enemies. We read 
of Ephraim, Benjamin, Zebulun, and Issachar. The song also points to the tribes and peoples 
who stayed on the sidelines, plagued with indecision. Reuben, Gilead, Dan, Asher, Meroz 
where those who were named. 

• This song also gives significant attention and praise to Jael, the wife of Heber who killed 
Sisera. 

• The land had rest for forty years. The pattern will continue, however.

Chapter Six

• The people did evil in the sight of the Lord, again. This time, Jehovah used Midian as His 
agent of discipline. 

• The Midianites were descendants of Abraham through Keturah. Though there is a relation 
between the two peoples, they were enemies. 

• The Midianites, Amalekites, and Arabs would come up and surround their camps, ruin their 
crops, and rid them of their livestock. The situation was so bad that Israel would make for 
themselves living quarters inside of caves. Thus, Israel “cried out” to the Lord. Thankfully, He 
was listening. 

• God, upon hearing them, sent them a prophet. The prophet reminded Israel of all that 
Jehovah had done for them and of what He told them not to do.

• Gideon was visited by an angel of the Lord. At the time Gideon was beating out wheat in a 
winepress, trying to hide it from the Midianites. A winepress is a “sunken area” where grapes 
were trodden with bare feet. Gideon is working in such a “sunken area.”

• The angel gives Gideon a new title, “Mighty Man of Valor.” He further tells him that the Lord is 
with him. That statement gives Gideon some pause, for he had a few questions on his mind.

• Gideon wanted to know why all of the oppression was upon them and where were all of the 
wondrous works of God, which he heard about. 

• We don’t read of any response from the Lord to Gideon’s questions, only a charge to “go”. 
This was coupled with the reassurance that God would be with him.

• We will see in Gideon a pattern of “being sure.” Gideon wanted a sign from the angel. The 
sign was given when goat and unleavened cakes were consumed and the angel vanished 
from his sight. Gideon built an altar and called it Jehovah Shalom (The Lord is Peace).

• Later that evening the Lord gave Gideon further instructions: take your father’s bull, pull down 
his altar of Baal, cut down the Asherah, and build an altar to the Lord your God. He was to 
then take the bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah.

• To go against your father was a grave offense, but God told him in verse 23, “You shall not 
die.”



• The townspeople wanted to know who did this thing. They found out it was Gideon, but Joash, 
Gideon’s father withstood them. Joash chooses Gideon over Baal.

• The enemy came to camp in the Valley of Jezreel. Clothed in the Spirit of God, Gideon 
assembled his army.

• He again asks for more signs.

Chapter Seven

• Gideon begins with 32,000 troops. God told him that he had too many people with him. God 
saw an opportunity for Israel to be filled with pride. He wanted them to know that it was the 
Lord that was going to win the battle. 

• He told Gideon to send those who were fearful and trembling home. 22,000 went home, 
leaving only 10,000.

• This 10,000 is still too many for God. Jehovah continues to cut down the army. He wants only 
the “lappers.” The army is now reduced to 300. 

• Jehovah told Gideon that He had given the camp into his hands. He also knew Gideon was 
afraid. His omniscience came through yet again in that He knew that there was something that 
would be said in the camp that Gideon needed to hear. 

• Gideon discovers Midian’s fear. Upon making this discovery, Gideon worshiped.
• Gideon wants to make his small army seem much bigger. He is resourceful in striking at night, 

with light and sound that could disorient his opponent. They came in the middle watch 
(10pm-2am).

• As the army fled, Gideon called for others in the surrounding areas to help pursue Midian. 



Class Eleven Questions

Chapter Five

1. What was the purpose of the song of Deborah and Barak?

2. What tribes fought? What tribes and people groups stayed on the sideline?

3.How long did the land have rest?

Chapter Six

1. What did Israel do at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What nation came against Israel?

3. What things did the enemy do to Israel?



4. What was Gideon doing when the angel came to him?

5. What did the angel tell Gideon?

Chapter Seven

1. Explain how God settled on Gideon’s army?

2. What was the strategy of the army to defeat Midian?  



Class Twelve

Chapter Eight

• Even through victory, there will be those who complain. The Ephraimites complained that they 
were not originally chosen by Gideon to go and fight with Midian, even though Ephraim had 
just accomplished the most important feat thus far—the capture of the princes of Midian.

• Gideon responds with a diplomatic answer that satisfied the Ephraimites—“What you’ve done 
is greater than what I’ve done.”

• Gideon and the 300 were still pursuing the kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna.
• Gideon’s men are exhausted and need sustenance. They come to Succoth and seek bread, 

but the officials of Succoth denied their request. Gideon told them since they didn’t give them 
bread to “watch out” when the Lord gave the kings into their hands. This same thing was told 
to Penuel when they denied Gideon’s request. 

• Gideon eventually captured the two kings and upon returning, fulfilled his promise to Succoth 
and Penuel. 

• Gideon’s focus seemed to change once he questioned Zebah and Zalmunna. He seemed to 
pursue his own agenda instead of God’s. For Gideon, the slaying of his brothers at the hands/
directive of Zebah and Almunna, was personal. 

• He killed them after asking his son to do it; a request that his son denied. 
• Israel wanted Gideon to rule as king over them. Gideon told them, “No.” He even denied the 

possible requests of his sons ruling over them. He knew who the real ruler was—God. 
• An ephod was made, however, it turned into an idol for the people. The idol became a snare 

to Gideon and his family. The issue with the ephod was that it was only to be worn by the High 
Priest. This act easily could have served as a catalyst for apostasy. “What crawls in one 
generation, walks in another.”

• The land had forty years of rest in the days of Gideon. When Gideon died, Israel turned again 
and whored after the Baals. They did not remember Jehovah, nor did they show love to the 
family of Gideon in return for all the good he did for Israel.

Chapter Nine

• In chapter nine, we learn of Abimelech, the son of Gideon. Abimelech went to Shechem, to 
his mother’s relatives and wanted his people to do him a favor. He had his eyes on power and 
appealed to them to speak on his behalf regarding his desire to be “king.”

• Abimelech hired some worthless people and they went and killed seventy of his brothers. The 
youngest brother, Jotham, hid himself.

• When Jotham found out what happened he went to the top of Mount Gerazim and spoke a 
parable. He spoke of an olive tree, fig tree, and a vine. The “trees” wanted a king and spoke 
to the olive, fig, and vine—requesting that they be king. They all refused. The bramble, 
however accepted. A bramble is a shrub with prickly stems. In Jotham’s parable, the bramble 
represents Abimelech.

• Jotham was appealing to the Shechemites integrity by questioning if they acted sincerely and 
justly by appointing Abimelech. He also called into question whether they treated the family of 
Gideon correctly as a whole.

• He tells them that if they haven’t acted justly, that a curse shall be placed upon them and 
Abimelech. The curse was that they would devour each other. Jotham then hid in a place 
called Beer. 



• God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech and Shechem. What was done in the “dark” is 
being brought to “light.”

• Justice had to be served because of the murder of the seventy sons of Gideon. 
• Shechem started planning ambushes for Abimelech and they robbed people who passed that 

way.
• Abimelech found out about it.
• A man named Gaal incited the Shechemites. He told them, “Who is Abimelech that we should 

follow him? If only I was in power, we would take him down.”
• A man named Zebul told Abimelech what Gaal said and gave him a plan to handle the 

insurgence. 
• Abimelech and his men came out against Gaal. The man Gaal didn’t see the attack coming. 

Zebul said to Gaal, “Where is your mouth now?”
• Abimelech then set his sights on destroying the people of Shechem. As his confidence likely 

increased, he came to the the strong tower in Thebez, ready to burn it with fire. A woman in 
the tower threw an upper millstone on Abimelech’s head, crushing his skull. He had his armor 
bearer run him through with a sword so that it would not be said that a woman killed him. 

• The curse of Jotham came to pass. 



Class Twelve Questions

Chapter Eight

1. What tribe complained to Gideon? What was the basis of their complaint?

2. How did Gideon handle the complaint?

3. What were the names of the Midianite kings?

4. Why did Gideon kill the kings?

5. What did Gideon make that turned into an “idol?”

Chapter Nine

1. What son of Gideon is the main character in this chapter?



2. How many sons did Gideon have?

3. What position was Abimelech given?

4. Who pronounced a curse on Abimelech and Shechem?

5. How was Abimelech killed?  



Class Thirteen

Chapter Ten

• After Abimelech there arose two judges to which we don’t have a great deal of infomation.
• Tola judged Israel twenty-three years.
• Jair came after Tola and judged Israel twenty-two years. 
• Following the brief description of Tola and Jair, we learn of the further degradation of Israel. 

They not only served the Baals and the Ashtaroth, but also the gods of Syria, Sidon, Moab, 
Ammonites, and the Philistines. 

• The Philistines and Ammonites were the agents of discipline used by God to punish Israel. 
This oppressive state lasted eighteen years. 

• Again, the people of Israel cried out to the Lord, but He met them with a different answer; “I 
will save you no more.” 

• Israel did more than just report their sin, for they eventually repented. God took their troubles 
to heart. 

• They then camped at Mizpah to war against the Ammonites, but they did not have a leader.

Chapter Eleven

• The chapter begins by introducing us to a potential solution to the problem that Israel had at 
the conclusion of the last chapter. They have no leader to fight against the Ammonites. 
Jephthah is a mighty warrior. He would appear to the be just the type of man they needed.

• Jephthah’s mother was a prostitute, which seemed to make him “unworthy” to have a share of 
his father’s inheritance. Jephthah, eventually fled to Tob. The fact that he fled may suggest 
that his life was in danger. 

• When the Ammonites made war on Israel, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah from 
Tob to be their leader.

• Jephthah questions them on why they want to make him their head considering they initially 
drove him away. He agreed to become their head if Jehovah gave the Ammonites to him in 
victory. 

• Jephthah reached out to the king of the Ammonites and questioned him on why he had come 
against Israel. 

• The response of the king told Jephthah that this was about the land in which Israel occupied. 
The king was under the impression that the land really belonged to them. 

• At one time this land may have belonged to the Ammonites (Joshua 13:25), but it was 
captured by the Amorites. Israel took it from the Amorites.

• Jephthah made the argument for the land on four counts.
1. The Ammonites lost their land in contest with the Amorites.
2. Israel conquered the land and took it from the Amorites (Numbers 32:33). 
3. Israel laid claim to the land by Divine grant.
4. Israel had already maintained possession of the land for 300 years. Why were the 

Ammonites talking about this now?
• Jephthah’s conclusion, based on this evidence, was that the Ammonites were wrong for 

declaring war. He was going to let the Lord be the judge, however. 
• Jephthah made a vow to the Lord that whatever came out of the door of his house when he 

returned how, that it would be the Lord’s and he would offer it up as a burnt offering, if the 
Lord gave the Ammonites into his hand. His daughter was the first to meet him upon 
returning home. 



• There are two schools of thought on the fulfillment of Jephthah’s vow. 1. The literal thought, 
which said that Jephthah had to offer his daughter as a burnt offering. 2. That the fulfillment 
of the vow was to give his daughter in service to the Lord, thereby preventing her from 
marrying and bearing children. 

• If one subscribes to the first view, they must ask: “What did Jephthah think would come out 
of his doors to meet him?” Must he have had a human in mind? If he did, he must have 
ignored the prohibition against human sacrifices (Leviticus 18:21; 20:2-5; Deuteronomy 
12:31; 18:10).

• Hebrew scholars, Keil and Delitzsch, as well as Adam Clarke point to the fact that the 
phrases, “it shall be the Lord’s and I will offer it as a burnt offering” can be viewed as “either 
or”. I will either give to the Lord or (if it is fit to be offered) I will offer it as a burnt offeirng. 

• Furthermore, the thing the daughter mourns with her friends is her virginity. 
• Her dedicated life to God would have been her spiritual “burnt offering.” 



Class Thirteen Questions

Chapter Ten

1. What two judges are introduced at the beginning of this chapter?

2. In addition to Baal and Ashtaroth, what other gods had Israel gone after?

3. When the people cried out to Jehovah, what was His response?

4. What problem did Israel have at the conclusion of the chapter?

Chapter Eleven

1. What do we learn about Jephthah at the beginning of the chapter?

2. Why was Jephthah made to flee to the land of Tob?

3. Describe the two interpretations of Jephthah’s vow. What would be the problem in holding on 
to the literal interpretation?  



Class Fourteen

Chapter Twelve
• There is a problem within the Ephramites. They don’t seem to enjoy the success of others. 
• This is not the first time they have acted out in disdain for Israel’s judge. This was done with 

Gideon in chapter eight. They were not called and now they are sulking!
• Jephthah made a plea to them and in so doing we learn that he had earlier requested help 

from them to which they denied him assistance.
• The plea did not resonate with the people and they went to war with one another. 
• The Gileadites captured the fords of the Jordan, thus cutting off their pathway of retreat.
• When any would seek to pass through the fords, they were given a test of whether or not they 

could say, “Shibboleth.” Apparently the Ephraimites had an issue pronouncing the “sh” sound. 
• When they would say, “Sibboleth,” they were slaughtered. At that time 42,000 Ephraimites fell.
• Jephthah judged Israel six years.
• After Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon judged Israel. 

Chapter Thirteen
• This will be the seventh and last time we read the phrase, “And the children of Israel again did 

that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah.”
• This time their cycle of sin led them to Philistine oppression for forty-years.
• God had previously sent a deliverer from among them to save them from their oppressors. 

This time, He allows one to be born.
• Samson would be a Nazarite. The word “Nazarite” means “devoted” or “holy.” The stipulations 

of this “vow” would be given by the angel of God. Neither Manoah or his wife had any real 
“choice” in the matter.

• Only three of the four conditions of the Nazarite vow was mentioned in regard to Samson. 
• Notice Numbers 6:1-8 for the requirements of the Nazarite.  
• Samson was born to deliver Israel from the Philistines.
• After Manoah’s wife tells him of her angelic encounter, he petitions God and requests that the 

“man of God” return and teach them what to do with the child. This is a wonderful request that 
all parents should note. “What shall we do with the child?”

• Jehovah heard the prayer and sent the angel once again. Manoah is diligent in his search for 
answers about raising the child and asks the angel about the life and mission of the child. 

• Manoah invited the “man of God” to stay for a meal. He didn’t know he was an angel. The 
angel encouraged him to make an offering to the Lord. 

• Manoah then asked him his name. The angel responded back in a way that leaves one 
questioning the meaning. Did he mean, “I am not going to tell?” Did he mean, “If I told you, 
you wouldn’t understand?” Was this a theophany? A theophany is a visible manifestation of 
God.

• Manoah perhaps took it as the latter because he believe that he and his wife would then die. 
This would have been based on Exodus 33:20.

• Manoah’s wife had a more logical explanation, “If the Lord meant to kill us, He wouldn’t have 
just promised us a child.”

• The Spirit of the Lord began to stir Samson. 



Class Fourteen Questions

Chapter Twelve

1. What was the issue between Ephraim and Jephthah?

2. How did Jephthah seek to handle the situation?

3. What was the test of the Ephraimites as they tried to cross the fords?

4. Who were the last three judges listed at the end of the chapter?

Chapter Thirteen

1. How long were the Israelites under Philistine oppression?

2. What was the issue between Manoah and his wife?



3. What is a Nazarite vow? What does the word Nazarite mean?

4. Who visited Manoah and his wife?



Class Fifteen

Chapter Fourteen

• This chapter begins by introducing us to the mindset of Samson. Even though Samson will be 
used by God, he acts out of his own initiatives.

• The chapter introduces us to Samson breaking the law of God and his own Nazarite vow. He 
is acting much like Israel in that he is doing what is right in his own sight. 

• It mattered not that God had forbade the marrying of the Canaanite people (Deuteronomy 
7:1-4).

• Even though the Philistines were not specifically named within the listing of nations in 
Deuteronomy, they still were “uncircumcised” people of the land. They are included in the 
nations that were to be driven out (Joshua 13:3).  

• Some believe God put it in the heart of Samson to seek to marry this woman. To do so would 
contradict God’s law, however. The more probable conclusion to the verse four issue was that 
God used the disobedience of Samson to bring about His purpose. God did not cause the 
disobedience, but He did use it. 

• Notice, when Samson defeated the young lion and tore him into pieces, that he did so after 
the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him. Samson’s strength wasn’t simply derived from his hair, 
but it came from the Lord. 

• Samson further violates his vow by touching a corpse. He did this when he drew honey out of 
the body of the lion. He had to have known about this error, because he didn’t tell his parents 
from whence the honey came.

• Customarily, wedding feasts lasted about a week. Samson arrived at his feast without any 
friends, so the Philistines provided him with thirty “companions.”

• The thirty linen garments would have been outer garments. The thirty changes of clothes 
would have been inner garments. 

• Samson’s “weakness” is the hard-pressing of a woman. His “wife” pressed him about 
revealing the answer of the riddle. 

• After the telling of the riddle to the Philistines, the Spirit of the Lord came upon Samson and 
he went to one of the large cities of the Philistines, Ashkelon, and killed thirty men and took of 
their spoil.

• This shouldn’t be understood as a vengeful act by Samson, but a Holy Spirit guided attack to 
begin the process of delivering Israel from Philistine oppression. 

• It was after this event that we read of Samson’s anger burning hot. Even then, his anger was 
directed at his “wife.”

• Based on how this chapter ends, we should see that the Philistines are not to be trusted. 
Samson should have realized this as well. 

• Samson is a complicated man. He was a Nazarite, though he didn’t choose this for himself. 
He understood what he should do, yet he didn’t do it. 

• God, however, used Samson’s imperfection for His own purposes. 

Chapter Fifteen

• Samson likely walked away from his wife without consummating the marriage. His father-in-
law, thus gave his wife away to his companion. 

• This wasn’t a justifiable reason in Samson’s mind. The revenge he planned would serve as 
justice to him. The offer of the younger sister was an admission of the wrong done to Samson. 



• Samson caught 300 foxes (jackals) and tied them together by the tails along with a torch. He 
let them go into the standing and stacked grain and olive orchards. 

• For revenge, the Philistines burned his “wife” and father-in-law. The ironic thing is that this was 
the fate Samson’s “wife” sought to avoid before she told of the riddle. 

• Samson then struck the Philistines again. 
• The Philistines then pursued Samson. They encamped at Lehi and conversed with the men of 

Judah. The men of Judah regarded the Philistines as their rulers.
• Notice how many of the men of Judah went to speak to Samson—3,000 men. They must have 

known something!
• Samson promised to go with them as long as they promised not to attack him themselves. 

Israel is turning of their judge to their enemy. Sound familiar? This foreshadows Jesus.
• The Spirit of the Lord rushed upon Samson and the new ropes became as flax that had 

caught fire. They melted off his hands. 
• The power wasn’t in Samson or the jawbone, it was in the Spirit of the Lord. 
• Samson judged Israel in the days of the Philistines for twenty years.

Chapter Sixteen

• Samson seemed more interested in women than God.
• The Gazites set an ambush for Samson at the gate of the city, planning to kill him in the light 

of the morning.
• Samson laid until midnight, go up and took the doors of the gate and the two posts and carried 

them to the top of the hill that is in the front of Hebron. This would have removed all protection 
from the Gazites. The place that he carried the gates/posts was about thirty miles from where 
he began. 

• The text then turns to Samson’s relationship with Delilah. Samson loved her, but Delilah loved 
money more than Samson.

• The Philistines bribed Delilah to find out the secret of Samson’s strength. The bribe was 1,100 
pieces of silver. 

• Three times Delilah unsuccessfully tried to learn the secret to Samson’s strength.  
• After she pressed him hard, Samson finally told the “secret” to his strength.  
• After his head was shaved, however, the text tells us that he thought he could go out and 

shake himself free as he did the other times. Did Samson really believe that his strength 
would be taken if his head was shaved? Was he simply just overconfident?

• The Spirit of the Lord left Samson. Did He leave simply because of the shaved head? Samson 
had violated other Nazarite requirements before. Why does the Spirit leave now? Is this part 
of the Divine plan?

• The Philistines gathered in their temple to offer sacrifices to their god, Dagon and to rejoice 
over the binding of Samson. Likely drunk, they brought Samson out to entertain them. 

• We don’t read of Samson communicating much with the Lord. When he prays here he is a 
humble man.

• The conquering of the Philistines was not because of Samson’s “suicide.” He did not commit 
suicide. He used himself as an instrument for the deliverance of Israel. Samson was giving his 
life to save Israel.



Class Fifteen Questions

Chapter Fourteen
1.  What was the problem with Samson’s desire to marry a Timnahnite woman?

2. Why did he want to marry this woman? Look at verse 3.

3. What was the issue with eating the honey from the killed lion?

4. What was the consequence the Philistines promised Samson’s “wife?”

Chapter Fifteen

1.  What happened when Samson returned to his “wife?”

2. What consequence did Samson unleash upon the Philistines after returning?



3. How many men of Judah came to bind Samson?

4. How did Samson kill 1,000 Philistines?

Chapter Sixteen

1. What did Samson do to the gates of Gaza?

2. How many times did Delilah unsuccessfully attempt to get Samson to reveal his secret?

3. Why did Samson tell Delilah his secret?



Class Sixteen

Chapter Nineteen

• In chapters 17-18, we have seemingly “misplaced” stories about the people of Israel. These 
are stories that are not about judges, but they detail some of the happenings during the time 
of the judges. 

• We see a message of the idolatry that took place during a time when Israel had no leader 
(king). God was not their King.  Private gain is sought instead of a personal relationship with 
God.

• From chapters 17-19, the expression, “When there was no king,” is prevalent. Everyone is 
doing what is right in their own eyes. This mindset has even set in among the lands of the 
religious leaders. 

• In chapter 19, we learn of a Levite who had a concubine who became unfaithful to him. They 
separated, but he went to reconcile with her at her father’s house. 

• A cycle of socializing took place between the Levite and his father-in-law. This cycle continued 
for a number of days, before the Levite and his wife were allowed to return home. 

• Being that the Levite and his wife left in the afternoon, they didn’t get very far in their journey 
home. They made it as far as Jebus, which was later named Jerusalem after David conquered 
it. At this time Jebus was a Canaanite city.

• Instead of staying with foreigners, the party traveled to Gibeah, which was a Benjaminite city. 
• Strangers would wait in the open square to receive hospitality—so the custom was. 
• An old man who was also from the hill country of Ephraim took them into his house and 

showed them hospitality. 
• A group of “worthless fellows” surrounded the house and demand that the man give them the 

Levite. Their intent is clear: homosexual rape. 
• The man’s response is as shocking as their request. He offers his own virgin daughter and the 

Levite’s concubine so that they can violate them. His offer is based in sexism and an unfeeling 
regard for his own daughter. 

• The Levite then pushes his own wife, whom he had just reconciled with, out to the men, so 
they could have their way with her.

• The concubine eventually staggered back to the man’s house and falls out in front of it. She 
was empty, maybe even dead.

• The Levite in preparing to go home told her to “Get up.” He then put her on the donkey and 
carried her home. 

• Upon arriving, he either took her deceased body and cut it into twelve pieces or finished the 
job and killed her before dismembering her. 

• He then mailed the pieces to each tribe. This he did to spark emotion within them.

Chapter Twenty

• Israel assembled as one man at Mizpah to discuss the horrible affair. This was an impressive 
number totaling 400,000 who drew the sword. 

• The Levite then gives his account of what happened. The question should be asked, “Why 
does he do this?” He painted a very “one-sided” account to the mob. There are some pieces 
missing from his account. 

• The mob elected to avenge this situation and attack Benjamin after requesting that they turn 
over the culprits. When they didn’t, they prepared for war. 

• To Israel’s credit, they did inquire of God before going into war. 



• After inquiring twice to the Lord, Israel was defeated both times. Why? The text doesn’t tell us 
why. We can speculate that it was to keep Benjamin from being completely destroyed or for 
other reasons that only God knows. 

• Israel finally used the plan that Joshua used to take Ai (Joshua 8:4-8).
• Only 600 Benjaminites were left.

Ruth

Chapter One

• The setting of Ruth takes place during the time of the judges. There was a great famine in the 
land. The “land of milk and honey” was now suffering from famine. In the “house of 
bread” (Bethlehem), there is no bread. 

• We are introduced to Elimelech, Naomi, and their two sons—Mahlon and Chilion, who all 
journeyed to Moab to survive the famine. 

• A move like this, into heathen territory, has lasting effects upon the family. 
• Elimelech eventually died. Mahlon and Chilion married Moabite women—Orpah and Ruth. On 

the outside, this seems to be in violation of God’s command (Exodus 34:11-16), however the 
text doesn’t seem to condemn it. Perhaps because Elimelech’s family goes to Moab. Maybe it 
has something to do with the distant relation of Israel to Moab (the Moabites are descendants 
of Lot). The text is not specific.

•  After ten years, Mahlon and Chilion died.
• To avoid suffering, now Naomi is in a foreign land, away from her own people.
• Upon hearing that the Lord had “visited” Bethlehem, she made the decision to return home. 

Naomi, however urged her daughters-in-law to stay in their land. She pronounced a blessing 
of Jehovah upon the daughters of a foreign land.

• There was something about her, that made her daughters-in-law want to stick by her side. 
What that was exactly, we don’t know.

• Naomi knew that the odds would be stacked against them and wanted to lay out the case of 
not returning back. If they were going to be married again, they should remain in Moab. They 
would be foreign widows coming to Israel. Plus there was the prohibition of Deuteronomy 23:3 
to deal with. 

• Orpah returned to her people and her gods. Ruth clung to Naomi and declared, “Where you 
will go, I will go…your people shall be my people and your God my God.”

• Ruth has been converted. It appears that Ruth has more faith than Naomi. After all, Naomi 
recognizes that Orpah has “gone back to her people and to her gods.” 

• Naomi said that she left full, but returned empty. The name Naomi means “pleasant,” but Mara 
means, “bitter.” Naomi believes that she shouldn’t have left to go to Moab in the first place. 

• Naomi has a poor view of God which has been shaped by her experiences. She feels empty, 
but that is simply not true.  



Class Sixteen Questions

Chapter Nineteen

1. The events of chapter nineteen occur when there is no ________________ in Israel.

2. The main story of this chapter is about a Levite and his what?

3. Why were the Levite and the concubine in the town square?

4. What was Gibeah’s crime?

5. Upon returning home, what did the Levite do with his concubine?



Chapter Twenty

1. Why did Israel go to war with Benjamin?

2. What happened in the first two battles?

Ruth

Chapter One

1. Why did Elimelech and his family journey to Moab?

2. Who were the daughters-in-law of Naomi?

3. Why does Naomi believe she should be looked upon as “Mara?”



Class Seventeen

Chapter Two

• It is in chapter two where we meet Boaz. This man, Boaz is the son of Rahab and Salmon 
(Matthew 1:5). Boaz, himself has foreign lineage. 

• The Law of Moses had a provision within that helped people in destitute situations like Naomi 
and Ruth (Leviticus 19:9,10; Deuteronomy 24:19).

• Gleaning was a practice that allowed the poor to pick up the missed spears of grain.
• By the way in which Boaz greets his workers, it would appear that he is a godly Israelite. His 

godly attitude spilled over into how he dealt with Ruth. He did not allow her “foreignness” to 
prevent her from receiving grain. 

• Ruth was told: Not to go to any other field, but to stay close to his young women; his young 
men would not touch her; when thirsty—drink from what the young men had drawn; and come 
and eat with the reapers at mealtime. 

• Based on the complicated relationship between Moab and Israel, this story finds itself equally 
complicated, for it seems that Boaz is going above and beyond for Ruth.

• Boaz saw something in Ruth, but he also pronounced a blessing of Jehovah upon her. This is 
important because she is a Moabite—the people of foreign gods.

• Ruth cared for herself and her mother-in-law. She ate dinner and took home food to Naomi. 
• Upon returning home, Naomi discovered that Ruth had cleaned in the field of Boaz.
• She knew that Boaz was a “redeemer.” Special obligations belonged to kinsman redeemers 

under Israelite custom and law to redeem or vindicate relatives. 
• Through this chapter, we not only witness the kindness of Boaz, but the kindness of God. 
• Notice how Naomi’s attitude seems to change once 

Chapter Three

• Naomi wants to capitalize upon this kindness and find “rest” for Ruth. The rest she is seeking 
seems to be marriage.

• Naomi’s plan is for Ruth to anoint herself—presumably with perfume. 
• During the time of the threshing, Boaz and his men would spend the night at the threshing 

floor to ensure that they could work early in the morning. 
• The uncovering of his feet in the cool of the night would awaken him. This plan didn’t need to 

be hatched through the grogginess of mind. 
• Notice: Ruth did all that Naomi instructed her to do. 
• The spreading of the “wings” or the skirt of his garment was apparently a symbol of an 

intended marriage relationship. Like a mother bird spreads out her wing to protect her young, 
the kinsman redeemer would protect and provide for his brother’s widow by marrying her 
(Deuteronomy 25:5-10).

• Boaz reaffirms the earlier blessing upon Ruth. He is clearly taken by her, but realizes that 
there is a “closer” redeemer to Ruth/Naomi than he that would be able to fulfill this request. 

• He sent Ruth back to Naomi with six measures of barley.

Chapter Four

• Boaz’s discussion with the other redeemer is based upon Leviticus 25:25.



• This could have been an anxiety filled conversation for Boaz since his true desire was to 
marry Ruth. This could have been overruled if the redeemer decided to exercise his rights.

• The redeemer decided to exercise his rights until he found out about his obligation to marry 
Ruth and raise up children. 

• In some way this would cause him to lose out on an inheritance. The redeemer is a 
“businessman,” not one who seeks to marry.

• Boaz married Ruth. Their marriage is double-blessed because they had a son. 
• The redeemer spoken of in verse fourteen is not Boaz, but Obed. 


